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Charity Knitting KAL, part 1

Our theme for this project is trees.  Why Trees?  I was looking for something that would symbolize life,
changing seasons, the passing of time, and, most of all, hope.  If you think about it, trees really mirror our
lives in many ways.  So, I turned to Barbara Walker, the queen of knitted motifs, for help.  Three of the
squares are from her Treasuries.  The first square is for spring, the season representing birth and rebirth;
Barbara Walker’s Candle Tree emerges full of leaves from a background of reverse stockinette.  The
second square is for summer, the season of flowering and growing – Barbara Walker’s Apple Tree is
featured.  The third square is for autumn when the fruits mature and are harvested, the leaves turn color and
fall from the trees; there was no better choice than Barbara Walker’s Twin Trees II.  And for winter, I
turned to Nicky Epstein’s appliqué pine tree – the green of pine trees not only lends color to the bleakness
of winter, but also gives us hope that spring will soon return, completing the circle of life.

For this project we are using Valley Yarns superwash in cheery colors.  Each square takes a ball plus a bit
more, so you’ll need 2 balls at 97 yards each.  I used a size 7 needle to get a gauge of 5 sts = one inch and
6.5 rows per inch.  The finished size needs to be 12” x 12” when blocked.  

So, let’s start the Candle Tree.  Look for the pattern on our website, or if you have Barbara Walker’s
Treasury of Knitting Patterns, you can find it on page 290.  

Be sure to do a swatch in stockinette to check your gauge!  Remember, you want your square to measure
12” x 12”.

Cast on 60 stitches and work 5 rows of garter stitch, then continue in reverse stockinette, keeping 3 stitches
on each side in garter stitch until piece measures about 2” from the beginning.  Be sure to end having
completed a WS (knit) row; the purl side is your RS.

Center the 35 stitches of the motif … it’s not an even number, so you’ll have to be one stitch off.  Work the
52 rows of the motif, then continue to work in reverse stockinette until the square measures 11 ¼ “from the
beginning.  Work 5 rows garter stitch, bind off loosely, and block.

Abbreviations:
FPC = Front Purl Cross = sl 1 st to cn and hold in front, p1, then k1 from cn.
BPC = Back Purl Cross = sl 1 st to cn and hold in back, k1, then p1 from cn.
FKC = Front Knit Cross = sl 1 st to cn and hold in front, k1, then k1 from cn.
BKC = Back Knit Cross = sl 1 st to cn and hold in back, k1, then k1 from cn.

Except when doing the ssk, slip as if to purl.

Be sure you know the meaning of the following abbreviations: ssk, k2tog, and psso.

Rows 1 – 21, follow the pattern.  Keep track of your rows with whatever method works for you.

Row 22 and all following WS rows, knit the knits and purl all the yo and all the purl sts.

Rows 23 to 52, follow the pattern.

The Candle Tree by Barbara Walker

Rows 1, 3, 5, 7 (RS) – p16, k3, p16
Rows 2, 4, 6, 8 (WS) – k16, p3, k16
Row 9: p15, BKC, k1, FKC, p15
Row 10: k14, FPC, p3, BPC, k14



Row 11: p13, BPC, p1, k2, p1, FPC, p13
Row 12: k12, FPC, k2, p3, k2, BPC, k12
Row 13: p11, BKC, p3, k3, p3, FKC, p11
Row 14: k10, FPC, p1, k3, p3, k3, p1, BPC, k10
Row 15: p9, BPC, p1, k1, p3, k3, p3, k1, p1, FPC, p9
Row 16: k8, FPC, k2, p1, k3, p3, k3, p1, k2, BPC, k8
Row 17: p7, BKC, p3, yo, k1, yo, p3, k3, p3, yo, k1, yo, p3, FKC, p7
Row 18: k6, FPC, p1, (k3, p3) 3 times, k3, p1, BPC, k6
Row 19: p5, BPC, p1, k1, , p3, (k1, yo) twice, k1, p3, k3, p3, (k1, yo) twice, k1, p3, k1, p1, FPC, 

p5
Row 20: k4, FPC, k2, p1, k3, p5, k3, p3, k3, p5, k3, p1, k2,BPC, k4
Row 21: p3, BPC, p3, k1, p3, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p3, k3, p3, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p3, k1, p3, FPC, p3

Row 22 and all subsequent WS rows: Knit all the knit sts and purl all purl and yo sts.

Row 23: p3, yo, k1, yo, p4, k1, p3, ssk, k3, k2tog, p3, k3, p3, ssk, k3, k2tog, p3, k1, p4, yo, k1, yo,
p3

Row 25: p3, (k1, yo) twice, k1, p4, k1, p3, ssk, k1, k2tog, p3, k3, p3, ssk, k1, k2tog, p3, k1, p4, 
(k1, yo) twice, k1, p3

Row 27: p3, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p4, yo, k1, yo, p3, sl 1- k2tog – psso, p2, BPC, k1, FPC, p2, sl 1- 
k2tog – psso, p3, yo, k1, yo, p4, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p3

Row 29: p3, ssk, k3, k2tog, p4, (k1, yo) twice, k1, p5, BPC, p1, k1, p1, FPC, p5, (k1, yo) twice, 
k1, p4, ssk, k3, k2tog, p3

Row 31: p3, ssk, , k1, k2tog, p4, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p4, BPC, p2, k1, p2, FPC, p4, k2, yo, k1, yo, 
k2, p4, ssk, k1, k2tog, p3

Row 33: p3, sl 1 – k2tog – psso, p4, ssk, k3, k2tog, p3,BPC, p3, k1, p3, FPC, p3, ssk, k3, k2tog, 
p4, sl 1 –k2tog – psso, p3

Row 35: p8, ssk, k1, k2tog, p3, yo, k1, yo, p4, k1, p4, yo, k1, yo, p3, ssk, k1, k2tog, p8
Row 37: p8, sl 1 – k2tog – psso, p3, (k1, yo) twice, (k1, p4) twice, (k1, yo) twice,k1, p3, sl 1 –

k2tog – psso, p8
Row 39: p12, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p4, yo, k1, yo, p4, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p12
Row 41: p12, ssk, k3, k2tog, p4, (k1, yo) twice, k1, p4, ssk, k3, k2tog, p12
Row 43: p12, ssk, k1, k2tog, p4, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2, p4, ssk, k1, k2tog, p12
Row 45: p12, sl 1 – k2tog – psso, p4, ssk, k2tog, p4, sl 1 – k2tog – psso, p12
Row 47: p17, ssk, k1, k2tog, p17
Row 49: p17, sl 1 – k2tog – psso, p17
Row 51: Purl
Row 52:   (WS) Knit

Scroll down for picture:




